
 

Victims Awareness Week 2021 Toolkit 

 

 

Victims Awareness Week 

The week takes place between 22 – 28 February, led by Victim Support Scotland 

(VSS) and promotes the support that is available for people affected by crime.  

 

Week’s Aims 

The main aim of the week is to highlight the support available to people affected by 

crime across the country.  

 

The secondary aim is to provide insight about the support VSS provides to victims, 

witnesses and their families so that more people will feel encouraged to seek 

support. 

 

How to get involved 

Share Victims Awareness Week messages 

Victim Support Scotland will be posting messages in support of the Your Space 

campaign throughout Victims Awareness Week. We will post quotes from people 

affected by crime detailing the impact that both crime and support has had on their 

lives. We’ll also post blog posts, a special music video, and share messaging from 

some of our partners.  

 

You would be welcome to share posts with your followers and contacts, encouraging 

them to remember that support is available, should they need it. 

 

Twitter: @VSScotland 

Facebook: VictimSupportSco 

Hashtag: #VictimsAwarenessWeek 

Webpage: victimsupport.scot/yourspace 

  

 

Highlight people’s right to support 

Alternatively, you may want to focus on the message that everyone has the right to 

support after a crime according to the Victims’ Code for Scotland and highlight the 

services your organisation provides. We’d love to see other agencies describing how 

they can help people affected by crime while using #VictimsAwarenessWeek. 

https://victimsupport.scot/victims-awareness-week-2020/right-to-support/
https://victimsupport.scot/victims-awareness-week-2020/right-to-support/


 

 

Social media post for you to use  

Example posts 

Feel free to use these posts or adapt them for your use. 

 

 Everyone in Scotland has a right to support following a crime. During 

#VictimsAwarenessWeek @VSScotland/Victim Support Scotland is highlighting the 

support available to victims and witnesses. Find out more: 

victimsupport.scot/yourspace 
 

 Everyone in Scotland has the right to support following a crime. As part of 

#VictimsAwarenessWeek, @VSScotland/Victim Support Scotland is highlighting the 

benefits of support after a crime: victimsupport.scot/yourspace 
 

 No one expects to be a victim of crime, but it can happen to anyone. @VSScotland 

provides information, emotional & practical support as well as guidance through the 

criminal justice system: victimsupport.scot/yourspace 

 

 Crime effects everyone differently. @VSScotland and our partners can give you a 

safe space to talk and the support you need to move forward.  This 

#VictimsAwarenessWeek, remember you’re not alone: victimsupport.scot/yourspace 

 

Images 

These are some of the images you may want to use to accompany your posts. 

 

 

 

 

Full image bank is available for you to download: 

 https://tinyurl.com/victimsawarenessweek  

https://tinyurl.com/victimsawarenessweek


 

 

 

Further information about the Your Space campaign 

The Your Space campaign highlights seven themes of the support VSS provides to 

people affected by crime and attending court as a witness. These themes explain the 

emotional and practical help, criminal justice system guidance, rights information and 

witness support that people can expect from VSS. 

 

The impact of crime is wide-ranging and can affect people emotionally, mentally, 

physically, financially and practically. The type of crime may have no bearing on the 

level of support someone might need. At VSS, we focus on the effects of crime on 

individuals and their families, and provide specialist support to everyone impacted by 

crime. 

 

We hope that by giving some insight about our support and what people affected by 

crime can expect when they visit us, that more people will feel encouraged to seek 

support – whether from us or our partners. 

 

Your Space 

Monday: Space to be welcomed 

Whoever you are, whatever the crime, we are here to help. Our support is free, 

confidential and open to everyone affected by crime. You don’t need to report the 

crime, to receive our help. 

 

Tuesday: Space to talk 

Sometimes it helps to have somebody neutral to talk to after a crime. You can 

discuss how you’re feeling in a safe and confidential space that’s free of judgement.  

 

We can help you express and explore your emotions. We are experts at listening, 

and you can choose what you’d like to share with us.  

 

Wednesday: Space to feel understood 

Everyone reacts to crime differently. With our knowledge and experience of the 

diverse impacts that crime can have on your mental health, we will ensure you feel 

safe and understood.  

 

We will acknowledge your feelings and concerns and support you to manage any 

reactions you may be experiencing.  



 

 

 

 

 

Thursday: Space to be informed 

The criminal justice system is complicated. We can help you navigate it, providing 

information and explaining terms, processes and paperwork. 

 

You have rights as a victim or witness, which we can help you access. We can make 

you feel more confident and equipped with knowledge and information. 

 

Friday: Space to consider options 

Crime can disrupt your life in a range of ways. We will discuss practical options to 

help you feel stronger, safer and more confident. 

 

We can speak to other organisations on your behalf and help you to access safety, 

financial and specialist assistance. If you’re going to court, we can support you 

throughout the process.  

 

Saturday: Space to move forward 

We can support you to identify achievable goals to help you reimagine and plan your 

future. You can start to feel stronger and more empowered so you can move forward 

after a crime.   

 

Sunday: Space to Keep in mind 

Crime can have a long-lasting impact. You may feel you need more support 

sometime in the future. Our services are always here, if you need us. 

 

 

If have any questions, please do contact Zoë in the Victim Support Scotland 

Communications team, who will be happy to help: 

zoe.westwood@victimsupportsco.org.uk. 

mailto:zoe.westwood@victimsupportsco.org.uk

