
                                  

 

What is Social Enterprise?  
 

 A social enterprise, just like any business, operates in a market economy 
mirroring the private sector. Social enterprises sell products or provide services, 
they employ paid staff, pay taxes and file accounts. Instead of awarding financial 
dividends to directors, profits are used to benefit the community through creating 
social or environmental impact.  
 

 A social enterprise is a trading business, selling goods and services. It aspires to 
financial independence through trading.   
 

 In Scotland a business is recognised as a social enterprise if it has an “asset 
lock”. This means that all goods and finances belong to the company and not to 
any individual.  

 

 Key Facts 

1. There are over 6000 SEs in Scotland (70+ operating in Renfrewshire)  
2. There are over 88,000 people employed within these SEs 
3. Social enterprise adds £2.3bn gross value to the Scottish economy 

  

 All SEs should be incorporated and registered with the appropriate regulators, ie  
- HMRC Companies House, as a Company Limited by Guarantee  
- Office of Scottish Charities Regulator (OSCR) 
- Community Interest Company Ltd by Guarantee (CIC) Regulator 
- Financial Conduct Authority 

 
Not all social enterprises are charities and not all charities are social enterprises: 
 
KLAS Care CIC Ltd by guarantee is a local social enterprise with no charity status, 
providing affordable childcare service in Renfrewshire. KLAS Care charges fees in 
order to sustain itself and reinvests profits into subsidising fees for low income 
families, resulting in inclusive access to their service.  
 
Finding Your Feet is a charity which supports families affected by amputation or 

limb absence through a range of sporting initiatives and social inclusion projects, 
designed to positively affect both physical and mental wellbeing. The charity does 
not charge fees for its services and relies on grants and fundraising to sustain itself. 
 
Want to know more about social enterprise? See our 2min video 

https://youtu.be/gq4WQtTf8bQ  

For further information or if you know someone interested in setting up a social 

enterprise contact info@engagerenfrewshire.com 
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