
Update to the Community Planning Partners from Leader of The Council, Councillor Iain 

Nicholson. 

 
Dear Community Partner,  
 
I want to begin by thanking you for the outstanding community spirit you have shown over 
the past year. It is one that has challenged us all in different ways, but it’s clear we 
wouldn’t have got through it without the support of each other.  
 
With the vaccination programme well underway and community testing being scaled up, 
we’re starting to see the light at the end of the tunnel become a little brighter – so let’s 
keep working together to get there.  
 
In line with that, we have set a budget for the year ahead which recognises the pressures 
we are all under, makes investments that will provide valuable support those who 
most need it  and strengthens Renfrewshire’s recovery from the pandemic.  
 
We’re freezing council tax to support families during this time of great 
uncertainty and to provide homes with more security over their finances in the coming 
year.  
 
The pandemic has affected us all, but we want to ensure we support those most in need and 
tackle inequalities which may have deepened during the past year. We’ve committed 
£2.7milllion towards projects which will do this, including a quarter of million to further 
support children and young people’s mental health, £180,000 to support care experienced 
young people and £100,000 for our local Citizens Advice Bureau.   
 
It’s something everyone may previously have taken for granted, but the great outdoors has 
become more important than ever. That’s why we’ve committed a further £1.5million for 
new and improved walking and cycling routes and to make improvements to our council 
play parks – taking the total investment in this area to £2.3million.   
 
This year’s budget also invests another £750,000 in our school buildings and facilities, 
boosting the total investment to £2.4million by March 2022, and will ensure our pupils have 
the environment they need to succeed.   
 
Our capital investment of more than £440million has been protected and will continue to 
deliver more jobs for local people, boost inclusive economic growth and support our town 
centres to recover as we emerge from this pandemic.   
 
It will also enhance connectivity, improve our roads and pathways and make further 
investment in our schools.  
 
And we’ve reaffirmed our support for the Renfrewshire Health and Social Care Partnership 
with a further £2.3million to protect and enhance adult social care services, enable the 



Carers Act to be fulfilled and ensure all care staff helping Renfrewshire residents receive the 
Living Wage.  
 
This is a budget which supports Renfrewshire’s recovery from the pandemic.  
 
It will protect and reconnect people, prioritise wellbeing and positive mental health, support 
economic growth, help our local communities and ensure that together, we come out the 
other side stronger and more resilient than ever.   
 
Kind Regards,  
 
Iain Nicolson  
Renfrewshire Council Leader  
 


