
The National Lottery Improving Lives 

Grants from £10,001 to £200,000 to help people facing challenging circumstances 

Area: Scotland 

Suitable for: Voluntary or community organisations, Public sector organisations 

Funding size: £10001 to £200000 

Application deadline: midday 30 September 2022 

Many people experience challenges at some point in their lives. Through Improving Lives we aim to 

support activity that helps people overcome these difficulties and become more resilient. 

We want to fund activity that means people: 

• are better able to identify ways to take control over their lives and build resilience 

• are able to shape the activities and services they use to better meet their needs 

• have more access to support and opportunities to improve their lives. 

 

As of 1 October 2020 we changed our process for Improving Lives and there is only one application 

form. The maximum grant size is now £200,000 and the maximum grant length is three years. 

What types of activity will we fund? 

Improving Lives will fund activity that: 

• supports children, young people and families currently experiencing challenging 

circumstances 

• supports people that have experienced abuse 

• tackles loss, isolation or loneliness 

• supports people that experience discrimination and/or work to challenge discrimination 

• supports people facing financial hardship. 

 

We will consider activity which aims to prevent as well as respond to these issues. 

There are some things that we won’t fund including mainstream employability activity, such as job 

search support. 

All applicants need to demonstrate that their activity is people-led, connected, and strengths-based. 

We call these our three approaches. Find out more about what that means in the three approaches 

section of our website. 

Who can apply? 

• Most organisations are eligible to apply. We're keen to see applications from smaller 

organisations that we haven’t funded before. 

• Existing National Lottery Community Fund grantholders can apply. However, there are 

restrictions on how many Improving Lives grants you can hold at any one time – contact us 

at advicescotland@tnlcommunityfund.org.uk or 0300 123 7110 for further information. 

 

https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-guidance/three-approaches-scotland
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-guidance/three-approaches-scotland
mailto:advicescotland@tnlcommunityfund.org.uk
tel:03001237110


How much can you apply for? 

You can apply for funding for up to three years and you can apply for between £10,001 and 

£200,000 

Your application may have a better chance if you can demonstrate some level of match funding. 

However, we can fund up to 100% of the costs of your activity including staff, equipment, premises 

costs and overheads. We refer to these types of costs as 'revenue costs' and would expect these to 

be the main focus of your application. You can also include up to £50,000 of minor capital costs as 

part of your overall activity for items such as building refurbishment or adaptations. 

The National Lottery Community Fund is a Living Wage Friendly Funder. This means that we 

encourage our applicants to pay their staff the UK Living Wage. 

If you’d like to apply for a grant, please contact one of our team 

on advicescotland@tnlcommunityfund.org.uk or 0300 123 7110. 

 

We’ll have an informal chat with you about the idea you need funding for, and can send you out an 

application form. 

Please note applications must be submitted by midday on 30 September 2022 when Improving Lives 

will close to applications. 

For more information on this funding you can access the sample application form below. 

Related documents 

• Improving Lives application form - Sample form (PDF 483KB) 

• Budget tool (Excel 48KB) 

 

Reduce your environmental footprint 

The National Lottery Community Fund cares about our environment and are always striving to 

manage our environmental impact. We encourage and support projects and communities to do the 

same. Learn more about how you can make your project or event more environmentally 

sustainable and perhaps save money at the same time. 

Checks 

As an organisation that gives out public funds, we carry out some checks on the information you 

provide us. Learn more about our checks 

Link: Improving Lives | The National Lottery Community Fund (tnlcommunityfund.org.uk) 

mailto:advicescotland@tnlcommunityfund.org.uk
tel:03001237110
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/media/IL-Application-Form-SAMPLE-March-2022.pdf?mtime=20220325151843&focal=none
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/media/documents/Budget-Tool-1-3-Years.xlsx?mtime=20201203232202&focal=none
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-guidance/reducing-your-environmental-footprint
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-guidance/reducing-your-environmental-footprint
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/funding-guidance/applying-for-funding/information-checks
https://www.tnlcommunityfund.org.uk/funding/programmes/grants-for-improving-lives

