
Scottish Parliamentary election 2021 - Polling station safety 

I wanted to write to you to reassure you and the local community of the preparations that 
we are putting in place to ensure the Scottish Parliamentary election takes place safely in 
Renfrewshire on Thursday 6 May.  
  
Polling stations in Renfrewshire have been adapted to ensure that all required health and 
safety measures are in place to reflect the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic.  
  
Each polling station will have a one-way system in place, two-metre distancing at all times, 
Perspex screens, hand sanitiser and disposable pens, and face coverings will be required to 
be worn when moving around the polling station – unless the person is exempt.  
  
There will also be a designated cleaner for each polling station and supervisors will be in 
place to ensure that the safety measures are always followed.  
  
Anyone with symptoms of Coronavirus on polling day should not attend their polling station 
and should contact the Electoral Registration Officer on 0300 300 0150 as early as possible 
to discuss their options.  
  
You may have noticed that your polling station has changed since the last time 
you voted and this has taken place for a variety of reasons, including insufficient space 
for the health and safety measures required, works taking place at the original site or a 
change following the review of polling places in 2019.  
  
Polling stations will be open from 7am to 10pm on Thursday 6 May so please ensure you 
leave adequate time to cast your vote.  
  
The count is taking place at Braehead Arena on Friday 7 May and Saturday 8 May, with 
declarations of results expected for both Paisley and Renfrewshire North and West on 
Friday, and Renfrewshire South on Saturday.  
  
The results of the West Scotland Region List vote will also be announced on Saturday 8 
May.  
  
We recognise that this election is different to all others we will have taken part in and we 
want to do all we can to ease any reservations that you may have about polling day.  
  
Your health and safety has been placed at the forefront of our election planning and the 
measures we are putting in place will ensure that all our polling stations will be safe places 
to cast your vote.  
  
It’s so important that you use your voice and vote in the Scottish Parliamentary election on 
so please feel confident in visiting our polling stations and have your say in May.   
  
For more information, including on the voting process and the safety measures in 
place, visit: www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/SPElection2021.  

http://www.renfrewshire.gov.uk/SPElection2021


  
Kind Regards,  
  
Sandra Black  
Returning Officer for Renfrewshire  
 


