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Furlough Scheme Extended 

 

On 31 October – the day the furlough scheme was set to end – the UK Government announced that 
furlough would be extended by a month. The Job Support Scheme, which was set to kick in on 1 
November, has now been postponed until furlough ends. 

  

The exact end date is currently unknown but may coincide with the proposed ending of the new 
lockdown in England on 2 December. The UK Government has confirmed that there will be no gap in 
eligibility for support between the previously announced end-date of the CJRS and this extension. 

  

Employees on furlough will continue to get 80% of their salary, up to £2,500/mth. This 80% will be paid 
by the state, which mirrors the state's contribution in August – employers won't need to contribute to 
wages for the time furloughed but must cover pension and national insurance contributions. 

  

Employers across the UK can use the scheme - even if they haven't before. So those in Wales, Scotland 
and Northern Ireland should also be able to apply, even though they are subject to different lockdown 
rules than those announced for England. It's open to small or large employers, and those which are 
charitable or not-for-profit – and you don’t previously need to have used the furlough scheme. 

  

Both First Minister Nicola Sturgeon and Scottish Conservative leader Douglas Ross have meanwhile both 
called on the Treasury to provide guarantees relating to the now-extended furlough scheme which pays 
up to 80% of wages of people unable to work. 

  

They want the same level of support to be available if Scotland has to go into a national lockdown later 
than England. 

  

Speaking at the Scottish Government Daily Briefing earlier today, Ms Sturgeon said a decision on whether 
to go further with national lockdown restrictions within days may depend on how long furlough funding 
is available. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme


 

SEISS Grant Amount Increased 

 

To reflect the recent changes to the UK furlough scheme, the UK-wide Self-Employment Income 
Support Scheme (SEISS) will be made more generous – with self-employed individuals receiving 
80% of their average trading profits for November. 

  

Payments will also be made more quickly with the claims window being brought forward from 14 
December to 30 November. 

  

The changes aim to ensure that self-employed individuals who temporarily cannot carry out their 
business or have suffered reduced demand due to the outbreak are supported over winter. 

  

In addition, more businesses will be able to access additional support as deadlines for applications 
for government-backed loan schemes and the Future Fund have been further extended until 31 
January 2021. 

  

To be eligible for the Grant Extension self-employed individuals, including members of partnerships, 
must: 

 Have been previously eligible for the Self-Employment Income Support Scheme first and 
second grant (although they do not have to have claimed the previous grants); 

 Declare that they intend to continue to trade; and 

 Either: are currently actively trading but are impacted by reduced demand due to 
coronavirus or were previously trading but are temporarily unable to do so due to 
coronavirus. 
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Scottish Government Hardship Funds Closes Tomorrow 

 

Businesses in Scotland impacted by coronavirus restrictions still can apply for grants from the 
Scottish Government Coronavirus Restrictions fund. 

  

The Scottish Chambers of Commerce is urging hospitality firms and other operators eligible for help to 
apply quickly, as the scheme is only open until November 3. 

  

These new and temporary business support funds will be administered by Local Authorities, providing 
one-off grants to businesses directly impacted by the restrictions implemented on 9 October 2020.  

  

There are 2 funds available, the business closure fund and the business hardship fund. The business 
closure fund will operate as a two-tiered scheme: 

 A smaller grant of £2,875 for businesses with a Rateable Value (RV) of up to and including 
£51,000; 

 A larger grant of £4,310 for businesses with a RV of £51,001 or above, up to a maximum of 
£21,000 in total for any eligible business operating multiple premises. 

The discretionary business hardship fund will support some companies that can remain open but are 
directly impacted by the restrictions, including those that supply businesses that must close.  

  

It will also operate as a two-tiered scheme depending on Rateable Value:  

 A smaller payment of £1,440 for businesses with a Rateable Value (RV) of up to and including 
£51,000; and 

 A larger payment of £2,155 for businesses with a RV of £51,000 or above. 

How to Apply 

You need to apply directly through your local council, a list with links to the application process has 
been published at the below link.  

  

Further details on criteria and eligibility required can also be found below. Applications will close 
Tuesday 3rd November (tomorrow) at 5pm. 
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Mortgage Holidays Extended For Up To Six Months 

 

Mortgage payment holidays are being extended for homeowners financially affected by the pandemic. 
The scheme had been due to come to an end on Saturday. 

  

Borrowers who have not yet had a mortgage holiday can request from their lender a pause in repayments, 
that can last up to six months. 

  

Those who have had their payments deferred already, can extend their mortgage holiday until they reach 
the six-month limit. During this period interest will still accrue on what borrowers owe. 

  

The changes form part of a new package of financial support measures announced by the government as 
England heads into a second coronavirus lockdown on Thursday. 

  

Last week, a study by the Joseph Rowntree Foundation found that 1.6 million households - or a fifth of all 
British mortgage-holders - were worried about paying their mortgage over the next three months. 

  

Borrowers who have already reached the maximum six-month mortgage holiday and are still facing 
difficulty making repayments, are being advised by the FCA to speak to their lender about a tailored support 
plan. 

  

Payment holidays on credit cards, car finance, personal loans and pawned goods also have been extended. 

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

 

£15m To Help With Mental Health Impacts Of Pandemic 

 

Funding of £15 million is being made available to respond to children and young people’s mental health 
issues, with a focus on those  brought about by the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. 

  

The funding will be distributed to local authorities to support a local response for five to 24-year-olds, their 
families and carers. 

  

Of this, £11.25 million will be for services in response to the pandemic, such as support for children who 
are struggling emotionally due to returning to school under new restrictions. 

https://www.fca.org.uk/publications/search-results?p_search_term=&category=policy%20and%20guidance-policy%20statements%2Cpolicy%20and%20guidance-finalised%20guidance%2Cpolicy%20and%20guidance-feedback%20statements&sort_by=dmetaZ
https://www.fca.org.uk/publications/search-results?p_search_term=&category=policy%20and%20guidance-policy%20statements%2Cpolicy%20and%20guidance-finalised%20guidance%2Cpolicy%20and%20guidance-feedback%20statements&sort_by=dmetaZ
https://www.fca.org.uk/publications/search-results?p_search_term=&category=policy%20and%20guidance-policy%20statements%2Cpolicy%20and%20guidance-finalised%20guidance%2Cpolicy%20and%20guidance-feedback%20statements&sort_by=dmetaZ


  

The remaining £3.75 million will be the first instalment of an annual £15 million fund to provide new and 
enhanced community mental health and wellbeing services. These new services will have a focus on 
prevention, early intervention and the treatment of distress. 

  

Letters have been sent to all of Scotland’s 32 local authorities inviting them to apply for a share of the 
funding. 

  

A Transition and Recovery Plan, published on 8 October, outlines the Scottish Government’s response to 
the mental health effects of the pandemic, containing more than 100 actions. 

 

 

  
 

 

  

 

 

Scottish Chambers Of Commerce Test And Protect 

 

Test and Protect is a simple way for businesses to collect customer contact details. It provides businesses 
with a toolkit for easy implementation, including onsite check-in posters and FAQ documents, all 
branded with individual Chamber branding. 

  

For customers, it offers a simple check-in process consistent across multiple venues with two-touch check-
in when registered. 

  

This also removes the GDPR liability for a business as their relevant Chamber stores check-in data for 21 
days then it is auto deleted. If NHS Test and Protect ask a business for customer data, it is requested from 
their local Chamber. 

  

The Chamber has a ‘superuser’ dashboard and can download data from the system by venue, date and 
time frame. This data can then be sent to NHS Test and Protect. 

  

https://www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-recovery/
https://scottishchambers.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b4404fbe9682888bacf2a9fa5&id=8217f0ae94&e=6a5cab4571
https://www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-recovery/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/mental-health-scotlands-transition-recovery/


Once signed up, businesses can download posters and table stands with their own unique QR and CODE as 
well as an FAQ document to display on premises. They can also download their unique QR code to design 
into their own posters. 

  

The business dashboard shows cumulative (anonymised) check-ins, number of check-ins in the last 24 
hours and allows a business to search for a total number of check-ins for any period in the last 21 days (this 
enables them to sense check if their staff are correctly collecting data). 

  

For more details, please click on the below link. 

 

 

  
 

 

  

  

 

Get Behind Scotland Loves Local 

 

Scotland Loves Local is a Scotland-wide campaign encouraging all of us to get behind the people and 
businesses at the heart of our town centres and high streets.   

  

The £1 million ‘Scotland Loves Local’ fund will provide grants of between £500 and £5,000 to hundreds of 
projects to promote town centre and online businesses. The funding is NOT for businesses, but Chambers, 
not for profits and BIDs can apply. 

  

The funding aims to support small scale improvements that will help motivate people to shop, eat and relax 
within their community whilst ensuring public health safety. 

  

Grants can be put towards providing safe shopping information for residents and tourists, the installation 
of public health infrastructure such as protective screens, physical distancing markers, hand sanitising 
equipment and PPE. 
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Latest Coronavirus Statistics 

 

The daily update outlining the key statistics related to Covid-19 cases so far... 

 
  

 
  

   

  
 

 

 

 


