
GCVS Coronavirus Update 

Lockdown Latest 
Today, we see the largest easing of restrictions with all remaining shops and close contact services 
such as nail salons opening for the first time since Boxing Day.  
 
Pubs, bars, cafes and restaurants will be able to serve people outdoors in groups of up to six from six 
households until 22.00.  Alcohol will be permitted, and there will be no requirement for food to be 
served.  Indoor hospitality can partially resume with food and non-alcoholic drinks until 20.00 for 
groups of up to six from no more than two households.  Contact details must still be 
collected.  Takeaways will also be able to resume normal service with social distancing and face 
masks worn inside. 
 
Indoor gyms and swimming pools will be allowed to open today for individual exercise.  Driving 
lessons and tests can also resume,  as well as non-essential work in people's homes. 
 
From today, Scotland will return to a levels system, with the entire country moving into a modified 
version on level three.  Islands will remain in level three to allow people to travel between 
areas.  Those travelling to islands are being urged to take two lateral flow tests ahead of their 
journey.  
 
Travel restrictions between Scotland, England and Wales are being lifted today.  You can also travel 
to Northern Ireland, the Channel Islands and Isle of Man, however, people are urged to check if any 
restrictions are in place there.  
 
Tourist accommodation, museums and libraries can also reopen.  The number of people allowed to 
attend weddings and funerals rises to 50.  People on the shielding list can now return to work, 
college, school or nursery. 
 
The next easing of restrictions is due to take place on 17th May with most, if not all council areas 
moving from level three to level two, allowing much more normality. 

 

Vaccine Effectiveness 

According to a recent study, vaccines are showing promising signs of reducing Covid-19 in 
Britain.  Oxford scientists have analysed 1.6 million viral swabs and have said they are cautiously 
hopeful vaccines will help to control the pandemic.  The research has found a single dose of both the 
Oxford-Astrazeneca and Pfizer-BioNTech vaccines prevented around 65% of all infections.  The study 
also found those who did become infected after vaccination were likely to be asymptomatic and less 
likely to be making lots of virus particles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Coronavirus Stats 
 
There have been 1,522 cases of Covid-19 detected over the past seven days, with 176 cases 
confirmed on Sunday. 

 
  
 


