
GCVS Coronavirus Update 

Lockdown Latest 

The Stay at Home order has finally been lifted since 2nd April, initially replaced by a Stay Local 

message.  For the next three weeks people will still be urged not to travel outside their local 

authority area for non-essential reasons. 

From 5th April, hairdressers and barbers can reopen, three weeks earlier than previously scheduled 

as well as a wider range of retailers – notably garden centres which have been warning that valuable 

stock will go to waste if they cannot open their doors.  Car showrooms, forecourts and homeware 

stores will also be open. 

Click-and-Collect resumes for non-essential retail after an 11-week suspension.  Contact sports for 

11 to 17-year-olds can start again and greater numbers of students will be allowed to return to 

university and further education campuses. 

Mid-April – Schools reopen fully 

Term dates will differ between local authorities but by mid-April it is expected most school pupils 

will be back in class full-time.  All primary pupils were back by mid-March, but prior to the Easter 

break secondary pupils were taught using blended learning – a mix of home and classroom study. 

Late April – Shops, gyms and beer gardens 

A major milestone on the road to normality comes on 26th April when all remaining shops and close 

contact services like nail salons can reopen.  Pubs, bars, cafés, restaurants and bars will be able to 

serve people outdoors - in groups of up to six from three households – until 10pm.  Alcohol will be 

permitted and there will be no requirement for food to be served. 

There will also be a partial resumption of indoor hospitality – food and non-alcoholic drinks can be 

served until 8pm for groups of up to four people from no more than two households.  Contact 

details will still need to be collected. 

Indoor gyms and swimming pools will be allowed to open for individual exercise, driving lessons and 

tests will take place as can non-essential work in people's homes. 

Scotland will return to a levels system, with all mainland areas initially moving to a modified version 

of the current level three restrictions "if the data allows". Island communities currently in level three 

could move to level two. 

  

Digital Vaccine Certificates 

The Scottish government is considering making digital "certificates" available to people who have 

had the Covid-19 vaccine, they are also looking at how the documentation might be used – and in 

what circumstances with consideration to ethics and equality.  

It came as Boris Johnson confirmed that Covid status certificates would be trialled in England from 

mid April.  The UK government says such a scheme could have an important role to play both 

domestically and internationally and is "likely to become a feature of our lives until the pandemic 

recedes".  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56641596
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-56641596


  

The digital documents could record whether people had been vaccinated, recently tested negative 

or had natural immunity and are seen as a possible means of enabling mass-audience events to take 

place in the future. 

  

  

Coronavirus Stats 

There have been 2,750 cases detected over the past seven days, with 248 confirmed on Monday, 5th 

April 2021. 

 

  

  

  


