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COVID vaccination programme update 
 
The COVID-19 vaccination programme began on 8 December 2020 across Scotland, with prioritisation 
set nationally based on clinical risk. To date, priority groups have been vaccinated with two approved 
vaccines, Courageous (Pfizer/BioNTech) and more recently Oxford Astra Zeneca. On 8 January 2021, 
the UK approved a 3rd vaccine – Moderna. 

 
National Approach  

 
On 24 December 2020 the Chief Medical Officer issued the priority list (detailed below) set by the Joint 
Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation of the population it anticipates being vaccinated by the end 
of spring 2021: 
 
1. Residents in a care home for older adults and their carers 
2. All those 80 years of age and over and frontline health and social care workers 
3. All those 75 years of age and over 
4. All those 70 years of age and over and clinically extremely vulnerable individuals 
5. All those 65 years of age and over 
6. All individuals aged 16 to 64 years with underlying health conditions which put them at higher risk of 

serious disease and mortality 
7. All those 60 years of age and over 
8. All those 55 years of age and over 
9. All those 50 years of age and over 

 
In line with the Joint Committee on Vaccination and Immunisation, the vaccination programme is seeking 
to offer a 1st vaccine dose to as many people on the priority list as possible before administering second 
doses. They have advised that, for both the Pfizer and Astra Zeneca vaccines, the second dose can be 
given up to 12 weeks following the first dose.  

 
Renfrewshire Vaccination Programme 

 

Renfrewshire has established a joint Council and Health and Social Care Partnership planning team to 
support the Greater Glasgow and Clyde Vaccination Programme.   

 
To date, steady progress has been made to vaccinate the initial priority groups in Renfrewshire. 

 
Care home residents 

 
As at 14 January 2020, HSCP mobile vaccine team has vaccinated over 90% of residents across all 
Renfrewshire’s internal and external care home estate. The remaining residents will be vaccinated 
throughout January, subject to resident consent, their health and the care home being outbreak free. In 
line with the new national direction, residents will receive their 2nd dose within 12 weeks.  

 
Health and Social Care Staff (in line with national prioritisation) 

 
Staff vaccinations continue to take place at the Louisa Jordan Hospital and other hospital-based 
vaccination centres, including the Royal Alexandra Hospital (RAH). Initially, these centres focused on 
vaccinating care home staff and frontline NHS staff working in red zones i.e. intensive care units, high 
dependency care.  
 
At the time of writing, over 50% of staff across Renfrewshire care homes have received their 1st vaccine 
dose.  The HSCP mobile team is currently vaccinating the outstanding, consenting staff alongside any 
remaining residents at each care home in addition to the hospital-based vaccination centres, in order to 
accelerate delivery. 

 
A letter was issued by the Chief Medical Officer on 24 December 2020, providing additional detail on the 
health and social care staff who should now be prioritised for vaccination: 
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 Patient facing, frontline healthcare workers. 

 Non-clinical but patient facing staff in secondary or primary care / community healthcare settings. 

 Laboratory and pathology staff. 

 Social care staff directly involved in the care of their service users and others involved directly in 
delivering social care such that they and vulnerable patients / clients are at increased risk of 
exposure. 

 
Communications have now been issued to all eligible HSCP, Council and external provider staff, with a 
link to the booking website and instructions, enabling them to book a vaccination appointment as soon 
as they become available.  
 
Admin support has been made available to support staff members who have difficulty booking their own 
appointments. For care at home staff in particular, a support team has been created to make proactive 
calls to staff members, offering support to make bookings.  

 
People over the age of 80, including those housebound 

 

The vaccination rollout for the 80 years and over age group is now up and running, with the first patient 
receiving the vaccine at the Anchor Mill Medical Practice in Paisley. Approximately 500 Renfrewshire 
residents in this group have already received their first dose of the vaccine from their GP. Delivery of 
vaccines to GP practices has been planned in a phased manner over the coming weeks and people over 
80 will be contacted by their practice directly as soon as the vaccine becomes available. There is no 
need for anyone to contact their GP. The initial vaccine supply will be limited and will be prioritised to the 
oldest patients first. Flow of vaccine stocks is anticipated to improve in the coming weeks. 

 
Preparations are also underway to vaccinate people aged over 80 who are housebound and therefore 
cannot attend a GP Practice. People who are considered housebound by their GP practice will be 
offered the vaccine in their own home. This group will be contacted directly as soon as the vaccine 
becomes available.  
 
The housebound programme will begin shortly for those aged 80 years and above. This includes people 
who will turn 80 between now and the 31 March 2021 inclusive. On completion of those aged 80 and 
over, we will move on to other age groups, starting with the over 75s.  
 
Our staff are working hard to vaccinate as many people as possible safely, swiftly and in line with 
Scottish Government guidance. People are asked to be patient as we work to vaccinate as many people 
as possible during this time.   
 
Future waves 
 
Planning continues through the partnership team including the Council; the Health and Social Care 

Partnership; Renfrewshire Leisure; NHS GGC; and the national NHS / Scottish Government planning 

team, to ensure robust vaccination procedures, protocols and infrastructure are established to support 

the roll out and meet anticipated demand. 

Renfrewshire along with all other Local Authorities in Greater Glasgow & Clyde are in the final stages of 

discussions with NHS GG&C to confirm the locations of the mass vaccination clinics across the health 

board area. For planning purposes, the indicative dates of the clinics being established remains as 

February 2021. 


