
CCSE publication launch: Evidencing the Impact of Cultural Regeneration on Poverty 
 
Today CCSE, the Centre for Culture, Sport and Events at UWS, launch a new evidence review on The 
Role of Arts and Culture in Lifting Communities Out of Poverty.   
 
This is the final stage in a co-produced Future Paisley research project, funded by UK Research and 
Innovation involving CCSE, Star Project, Renfrewshire Council and local community members in 
Shortroods, which began at the start of 2020. The project relates to the Future Paisley step change: 
‘Lift Paisley’s communities out of poverty’ and provides evidence to help inform the next steps in our 
work together.  
 
Community workshop 
In February, we held a workshop at Beechwood Community Centre, Shortroods, which had a 
fantastic turnout from the local community despite torrential rain. This workshop captured 
community members’ views on the ways the arts and culture are important to them, and how 
culture can affect individual and community prosperity and wellbeing.  
 
One community member gave the feedback “it felt like we were the experts telling people what we 
know and what is needed. They genuinely listened; they were interested – I loved every minute of 
teaching people how important it is to create your own culture within your community. More 
please!” 
 
You can see a short film about this workshop here: http://ccse.uws.ac.uk/2020/07/16/paisleys-
heart-and-soul/  
 
Evidence review  
The evidence review document launched today was produced by researchers at CCSE. It draws on 
academic and grey literature to help us understand the contribution the arts and culture can make 
to the alleviation of poverty. It looks at its development as a policy concept in different places and 
contexts, providing case studies and examples of how different types of cultural activity might 
support people in gaining greater material security. The final recommendations provide food for 
thought in the next steps for our work and reinforce the need for a long-term commitment to this 
area of Future Paisley activity.  
 
The link below will take to you a blog written by Sharon McAuley (Star Project), Sophie Mamattah 
(CCSE) and me about the project and evidence review, where you can also find the review 
document:  
http://ccse.uws.ac.uk/2020/12/17/ukri-place-based-partnership-evidence-review-launch/  
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